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It should be understood, however, that in light of possible future developments such as (a) the outcome 
of investigations by the various antitrust authorities, (b) potential additional lawsuits by (direct or 
indirect) purchasers, (c) possible future civil settlements, and (d) rulings or judgments in the pending 
investigations or in related civil suits, the antitrust cases are likely to result in additional liabilities and 
related costs. The company at this point in time cannot estimate any additional amount of loss or range 
of loss in excess of the recorded amounts with sufficient certainty to allow such amount or range of 
amounts to be meaningful. Moreover, if and to the extent that the contingent liabilities materialize, 
they are typically paid over a number of years and the timing of such payments cannot be predicted 



The company believes that the aggregate amount of any additional fines and civil damages to be p; 
will not materially affect the company's financial position. The aggregate amount, however, could bf 
material to the company's results of operations or cash flows in any one accounting period. 



With regard to Flexsys, a 50/50 joint venture for rubber chemicals with Solutia Inc., : 
United States, Canada, and Europe are investigating alleged antitrust violations in the rubber chemicals 
industry. We have been informed by Flexsys management that it is cooperating with the authorities and 
will continue to do so and pursuant to this cooperation has been granted conditional amnesty by the 
US DOJ, the Canadian BOC and the EU Commission. We are also aware of a number of purported class 
actions and an individual action having been filed against Flexsys in federal court (by direct purchasers) 
and in various state courts (by alleged indirect purchasers) in the United States, and in the province of 
Quebec, Canada. The company has been named as codefendant in the federal actions and in state 
actions in Florida and Massachusetts. Flexsys has recognized certain provisions for these cases and the 
company does believe neither that the plaintiffs will be able to establish liability on the part of the 
company nor that it will be liable for funding any judgements against settlements made by, or related 
costs incurred by Flexsys. The carrying value of the company's investment in Flexsys, however, may be 
affected by these cases. 



other Litigation 

Since December 2002, the company has been involved in several cases regarding its product 
Remeron®. During 2004 and 2005, settlements were reached in all these cases, the last of which was 
approved in November 2005 by the Federal District Court in Newark, New Jersey. 

Late January 2006, Akzo Nobel Nederland B.V. and the Akzo Nobel Pension Fund in the Netherlands 
received a summons from the Association of Retired Akzo Nobel Employees with regard to the changed 
financing of the company's Dutch pension plan. Based on legal advice, Akzo Nobel Nederland and the 
Akzo Nobel Pension Fund have confidence in a positive outcome of the proceedings. 

A number of other claims are pending against Akzo Nobel N.V. and its subsidiaries, all of which are 
contested. The company is also involved in disputes with tax authorities in several jurisdictions. While 
the outcome of these claims and disputes cannot be predicted with certainty, the company believes, 
based upon legal advice and information received, that the final outcome will not materially affect the 
consolidated financial position of the company but could be material to the company's result of 
operations or cashflows in any one accounting period. 



Purchase commitments for property, plant and equipment aggregated EUR 76 million at December 31 , 
2005. At December 31, 2004, these commitments totaled EUR 96 million. In addition, the company 
has purchase commitments for raw materials and supplies incident to the ordinary conduct of business, 
for a total of EUR 1.5 billion (2004: EUR 1.2 billion). 



Long-term liabilities contracted in respect of leasehold, rental, operational leases, research, etc., 
aggregated EUR 822 million at December 31 , 2005 (at December 31 , 2004: EUR 557 million). 
Payments due within one year amount to EUR 261 million (2004: EUR 165 million); payments between 
one and five years EUR 441 million (2004: EUR 269 million) and payments due after more than five 
years amount to EUR 120 million (2004: EUR 123 million). 



